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RETIREMENT OF MIKE BROWN

(Mr. MCCLINTOCK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
rise to express the heartfelt gratitude
of the people of the Tahoe Basin for
Chief Mike Brown of the North Lake
Tahoe Fire Department.

On March 18, Chief Brown will close a
distinguished career of 26 years with
that department, including 9 years as
its chief, and a total of 37 years as a
firefighter.

The greatest environmental threat to
the Tahoe Basin is catastrophic wild-
fire. Chief Brown has led the fight to
develop community wildfire protection
plans, promote best practices for fire
management, and educate the public
on maintaining defensible space.

His success is measured not only in
the fires he has extinguished but, far
more important and far less appre-
ciated, the fires he has prevented.

Chief Brown has been a tireless advo-
cate for restoring sound management
to our public lands to protect our com-
munities, and Tahoe has been most for-
tunate to have had him.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF RODERICK
“ROD” DURHAM

(Ms. GRAHAM asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. GRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to mourn the loss of Roderick
“Rod” Durham, a Tallahassee teacher,
actor, community leader, role model,
and dear friend.

Rod was born in Maryland in 1964 and
moved to Tallahassee in his teens. He
graduated from Leon High School in
1982 with my sister, Cissy, and then re-
turned to teach there in 1997.

However, Rod was far, far more than
a teacher. He was a role model. His stu-
dents knew they could trust to confide
in him or look to him for inspiration in
difficult times.

His personality was larger than life.
He embodied joy and happiness. His
positive energy would fill any room
with smiles, love, and laughter.

His loss is heartbreaking for so many
in north Florida, but I am blessed to
have called him my friend. Our com-
munity will be forever grateful for his
service and spirit.

Rest in peace, dear friend. Rest in
peace.

———

PENN HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS
BASKETBALL TEAM

(Mrs. WALORSKI asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate the Penn High
School girls basketball team for win-
ning the Class 4A Girls Basketball
State Championship on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 27. This impressive achievement
is the program’s first State title.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

The Kingsmen team entered the
game ranked fourth in the division, but
didn’t let that deter them. They took a
31-30 lead at the beginning of the third
quarter. The momentum continued
when, after a pair of big runs, the team
opened a 19-point lead early in the
fourth quarter.

The Kingsmen rolled past the defend-
ing champs, the Columbus North Bull-
dogs, to win the championship 68-48.
They finished the night shooting 52
percent from the floor and, after get-
ting out-rebounded in the first half,
topped the Bulldogs over the final 16
minutes.

This is truly an exciting victory, and
it is because of the dedication of Coach
Kristi Ulrich and the hard work of
these student athletes that this honor
has been earned.

Mr. Speaker, the names of the stu-
dent athletes are: Kaitlyn Marenyi,
Amber Smith, Makenzie Kilmer, Sara
Doi, Chloe Foley, Delaney Jarrett, Tia
Chambers, Claire Carlton, Camryn
Buhr, Lindsay Chrise, Lindsy Kline,
Kamra Solomon, and Janessa Chesnic.
Also, Coach Kristi Kaniewski Ulrich.

On behalf of the people of Indiana’s
Second Congressional District, I ap-
plaud Kristi for building this team,
thank the student athletes for their de-
termination, and congratulate them all
on an amazing season.

———

HONORING SOON-TO-BE BRIGADIER
GENERAL JEANNIE LEAVITT

(Mr. HARDY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HARDY. Mr. Speaker, every day
is a good day to honor the achieve-
ments of strong women in our lives,
but March is a special time of year to
highlight the stories of trailblazing
women who serve as leaders in our
communities and around the Nation.

This Women’s History Month, I
would like to recognize Colonel and
soon-to-be Brigadier General Jeannie
Leavitt, a woman who knows a thing or
two about breaking through glass ceil-
ings. In fact, as the Air Force’s first fe-
male fighter pilot, the sky has always
been her limit.

Colonel Leavitt will soon take com-
mand of the 57th Wing at Nellis Air
Force Base back in my district, becom-
ing the first woman to ever do so. This
will make her the highest ranking fe-
male officer ever at Nellis and will
place her in charge of our military’s
most important air combat testing and
training assets.

While Colonel Leavitt’s distinguished
career in the United States Air Force
has been filled with many firsts for
women, it is important to remember
that her achievements are a result of
her being the best officer and com-
mander for the job, man or woman.

FIX THE IMMIGRATION SYSTEM

(Mr. POLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, the time to
fix our broken immigration system is
now. This is the time to make sure
that families are unified and children
aren’t taken from their parents, the
time to make sure we secure our south-
ern border to prevent the illegal flow of
people and drugs, the time to make
sure that we know who is in our coun-
try and to make sure that they don’t
represent a security threat to Amer-
ican citizens.

The time is long overdue. I hope that
my colleagues on both sides of the aisle
appreciate that we need to work to-
gether to restore the rule of law, secure
our border, and make sure there is a
path to legalization for the 11 million
people who work hard every day and
contribute to make our country even
greater.

In doing immigration reform, we can
reduce our deficit by over $200 billion.
That is an estimate of the nonpartisan
Congressional Budget Office. Part of
those savings go to securing our south-
ern border and enforcing our laws,
which remain completely unenforced
because they are unenforceable.

I urge my colleagues on both sides of
the aisle to work together to finally fix
our broken immigration system with
one that works, restore the rule of law,
and recognize that we are a Nation of
laws and a Nation of immigrants.

————
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ANTI-TRUMP DEMONSTRATORS

(Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr.
Speaker, WMAL Radio in Washington
reported yesterday that a group affili-
ated with Senator BERNIE SANDERS
tweeted out a congratulations to those
who forced the cancellation of the
Trump rally in Chicago this past Fri-
day, calling it a great victory.

This morning, Willie Geist, a co-host
of the Morning Joe television program,
said that one poll showed that 88 per-
cent said Mr. Trump had actually been
helped by the extremism of the anti-
Trump demonstrators in Chicago.

Then Joe Scarborough reported that
Mr. Trump had gone up 6 points in one
poll in Florida since the Chicago pro-
tests, despite having $25 million in neg-
ative ads against him.

It was sad to see such hateful intoler-
ance on public display this past Friday,
and I am pleased that no conservatives
are doing things like this to Clinton or
Sanders rallies.

I have not endorsed anyone in this
Presidential campaign, but these anti-
free speech thugs and their leftist sup-
porters should realize that all they did
was make Donald Trump more popular.

RECOGNIZING RUNNING START

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
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